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The first text to explore the history, characteristics, and challenges of hospice social work, this
volume weaves leading research into an underlying framework for practice and care. A longtime
practitioner, Dona J. Reese describes the hospice social work role in assessment and
intervention with individuals, families, groups, organizations, and the community, while honestly
confronting the personal and professional difficulties of such life-changing work. She introduces
a well-tested model of psychosocial and spiritual variables that predict hospice client outcomes,
and she advances a social work assessment tool to document their occurrence. Operating at the
center of national leaders' coordinated efforts to develop and advance professional
organizations and guidelines for end-of-life care, Reese reaches out with support and practice
information, helping social workers understand their significance in treating the whole person,
contributing to the cultural competence of hospice settings, and claiming a definitive place within
the hospice team.

This new book significantly adds to the growing literature on social work and end-of-life care.
Social work educators, clinicians, and researchers would be well served utilizing this
comprehensive text. Dona J. Reese provides a historical perspective for new hospice social
workers, but also offers substantial content for the seasoned team social worker. The chapter on
self-care should be required reading for all hospice/palliative social workers. -- Sherri
Weisenfluh, LCSW ACHP-SW, Hospice of the BluegrassThis book is well organized and
readable and benefits from occasional examples of individual cases, sometimes from the
author's own experience. ― ChoiceAbout the AuthorDona J. Reese is an associate professor at
the School of Social Work, Southern Illinois University. She is a former hospice social worker and
former Social Worker Section Leader for the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization,
and she has worked with colleagues to advance the field through the National Hospice Social
Work Survey and the Social Work Assessment Tool (SWAT).
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Nunya, “The definitive book on hospice social work. I had my clinical placement at hospice and
to say that this was THE book to get thru those 3 semesters is an understatement. It led me in
my work, it gave important resources to help write my papers and gave me invaluable ideas in
the work.  The ONLY book of its kind, in my opinion”

DIYrebecca, “Four Stars. Use as reference material,,,just in case”

Suzanne Tyghter, “Five Stars. Great resource”

Mary Raymer, “A must read for anyone interested in hospice social work. This book is clearly
written by someone who is not only an academic but has been in the trenches. It is a great gift to
the field!”

The book by Clare L. Stacey has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 18 people have provided feedback.
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